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Why another LIFE Project

on the Lesser Kestrel?

The target species of the project is the Lesser Kestrel, a
trans-Saharan migratory raptor which mainly breeds in
Mediterranean countries. This species suffered a dramatic
population decline during the last century, due to changes
in farming practices and climate change. The Lesser Kestrel
is nowadays a species of EU priority interest because of its
unfavourable conservation status.

The focus of LIFE FALKON are the populations settled at
the northern edge of its current distribution range. Due to
climate change, Lesser Kestrel will suffer a range contraction
in the Southern breeding range while could expand towards
the North-East in the near future. The Central-Eastern
Mediterranean region will thus play a crucial role for any fu-
ture northward expansion, which will likely be triggered by
those populations located at the North-Eastern border of the
current range. However, the persistence of these small and
isolated populations is currently negatively affected by both
intrinsic (e.g. small population size) and extrinsic (e.g. de-
struction of nest sites) factors.

The main objective of LIFE FALKON is thus to foster the
resilience of the species to climate change by improving the
conservation status of ltalian and Greek populations breed-
ing at the north-eastern edge of the breeding range.
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LIFE FALKON aims at fostering the resilience of the cen-
tral-eastern European Lesser Kestrel population to climate
change, improving the conservation status of ltalian and
Greek populations breeding at the north-eastern margin of
breeding distribution range. The project started in July 2018
and it will end in December 2023.

The partners involved are CNR-IRSA National Research
Council - Water Research Institute (coordinator), ISPRA -
Istituto Superiore Protezione e Ricerca Ambientale, Universi-
ta Statale di Milano, HOS/Birdlife Hellenic Ornithological
Society, ALDA - European Association for Local Democracy.

Find out more at:
www.lifefalkon.eu
www.facebook.com/LifeFalkon
www.twitter.com/LifeFalkon
@lifefalkon
#LIFEFALKON

General contact info: info@lifefalkon.eu

Partners: Donors:
IRSA UNIVERSITA s
— 6 DEGLI STUDI RN
CNR DI MILANO * ‘é“
NATURA 2000
VoviIoogikh

Co-funders:

HELLENIC ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Fondazione
CARIPLO

LIFE17 NAT/IT/000586

This leaflet has been produced with the financial contribution of the European Union
under the LIFE and Natura 2000 Programme and with the co-funding of the Fondazt
one Cariplo and the Green Fund. The contents of it are the sole responsibility of the
consortium of LIFE FALKON and can under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting
the position of the European Union or the Fondazione Cariplo and the Green Fund.
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onjec’r area

3\ Northern
7o TR S of the
5 Lesser Kestrel
’oveedivw]
range n
Europe

1 South-Central Po Plain

| ———
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1 ’ ) b 4
South-(Central Po Plain (Italy) Wider area of Municipality Wider area of Municipality Island of Lemmnos (Greece)
70 breeding pairs of o} loannina (Greece) of Komotini (Greece) 130 pairs of Lesser Kestrel
Lesser Kestrel 35-45 pairs of Lesser Kestrel §0-60 pairs of Lesser Kestrel

LIFE FALKON IN NUMBERS

66 Months of project i; |
— //——_;lllan emm,,
In each area the LIFE FALKON Team will: —
B Install nest boxes é
§ Partners (ko Involve local stakeholders Main (hallenge:
(NR-IRSA, ALDA, ISPRA, 25 . . Safequarding the Lesser
UMIL, HoS 89} Implement awareness raising action Kestrel and foster i
Additionally, in Project Areat expansion towards
nesting towers will be built north

Historical maximum
~ 138.000 pairs

Note: Data referred to southern and central Europe
(1beria, France, Haly, Balkans, Austria, Greece)

Lesser Kestrel dramatically
declined in the second half
o} the 20th century (-91%) 160.000 -
and only thowed a mild
recovery after the 2000.
With LIFE FALKON we
foster the small northern

190.000

l}o.ooo 3 Situation at 2017

~ 45.500 pairs

Historical minimum
~ 15-500 pairs

100.000 —

NVMBER oF BREEDING PAIRS

70.000 -
Popula’rions and thus the
global recovery o]( the 40000
species. 0.0 -
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